
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Buisiness
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (99) NAYS (0) NOT VOTING (1)

Republican       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats

(53 or 100%)       (46 or 100%)       (0 or 0%) (0 or 0%) (0) (1)
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BUDGET RESOLUTION/Nursing Home Standards

SUBJECT: Senate Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1997-2002 . . . S. Con. Res. 57. Kennedy amendment
No. 3998. 

ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 99-0

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. Con. Res. 57, the Concurrent Budget Resolution for fiscal years 1997-2002, will balance the
Federal budget in fiscal year (FY) 2002 by slowing the overall rate of growth in spending over the next 6 years

to below the rate of growth in revenue collections. The rate of growth in entitlements such as Medicare, Medicaid, the Aid to Families
with Dependent Children program, and the Earned Income Credit will be slowed. No changes will be made to the Social Security
program, the spending for which will grow from $348 billion in FY 1996 to $467 billion in FY 2002. Defense spending will be
essentially frozen at its present level.

The Kennedy amendment would express the sense of the Congress that any reconciliation bill considered this session should
not include any changes in Federal nursing home standards or the Federal enforcement of such standards.

Those favoring the amendment contended:

We appreciate our colleagues' assurances that the numbers in this resolution assume that there will be no changes in either the
Federal nursing home standards or the enforcement of those standards. However, it is our understanding that the House favors
changing the enforcement of those standards. Agreeing to this amendment will let House conferees know that the Senate feels
strongly about its position. We therefore urge Senators to vote in favor of the Kennedy amendment.

While favoring the amendment, some Senators expressed the following reservations:

This resolution was crafted on the understanding that the Federal nursing home standards will not be changed. If our colleagues
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want to vote to say that we agree with the assumptions on which this resolution is based, we will oblige them, but we believe we are
wasting our time.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.
 


